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Аннотация.  

Запасы твердого топлива в Европе, расположенные на глубине не 

более 1200 м, эквивалентны глобальному потреблению Европой 

энергетического топлива более чем на 500 лет. Преимущество угля 

как основы энергетики состоит в том, что он залегает в земле в 

концентрированном виде. Если все количество мировых 

энергоресурсов приравнять к 100%, то на долю каменного угля 

приходится 70%, нефти – 18%, газа – 7%, гидроэнергетики – 5%.  

Существующие технологии подземной добычи угля позволяют 

вынимать уголь, практически не нарушая поверхности земли и ее 

экологии. В будущем подземному способу добычи коксующегося 

угля не будет альтернативы. 

В ближайшие 10-15 лет добыча угля будет производиться на пластах 

тонких, средней мощности и мощных, где комбайновый способ 

добычи станет превалирующим как по объему добычи, так и по 

качеству добываемого угля. 

Подземный способ добычи угля в настоящее время ориентирован на 
использование очистных механизированных комплексов, в которых 

очистной комбайн – это машина, отделяющая механическим путем 

уголь от массива пласта, дробящая его до кусков транспортабельного 

размера и наваливающая уголь на забойный конвейер. 

От совершенства конструкции очистного комбайна зависит 

эффективность и экономичность подземной выемки угля. В забое 

около 70 % энергии, расходуемой на добычу угля, связано с работой 

очистного комбайна. 

В данной статье проанализированы основные конструкции очистных 

комбайнов со шнековыми исполнительными органами, их 

особенности, перспективы развития очистного оборудования для 

угольных шахт России. Рассмотрены практические примеры, 

подтверждающие оптимальность симметричной схемы расположения 

органов выемки по концам корпуса машины. 

 

 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGICAL CAPABILITIES  

OF MODERN CUTTER-LOADERS: OVERVIEW 
 

Leonid I. Kantovich, Inna N. Klementyeva, Dilshad A. Kuziev 

 

National University of Science and Technology “MISIS” 
 

Article info 

Received April 27, 2020 

 

Keywords: cutter-loader, auger 

executive body, symmetrical 

scheme of extraction bodies, 

Abstract.  

Solid fuel reserves in Europe, located at a depth of less than 1,200 m, are 

equivalent to Europe's global energy consumption for more than 500 years. 

The advantage of coal as the basis for energy is that it lies in the ground in 

a concentrated form. If all the world's energy resources are equal to 100%, 

coal accounts for 70%, oil for 18%, gas for 7% and hydropower for 5%.  



 

Кантович Л.И., Клементьева И.Н., Кузиев Д.А. 

Обзор конструкций и технологических  
возможностей современных очистных комбайнов   

DOI: 10.26730/2618-7434-2020-2-26-41 

 

 
ТЕХНИКА И ТЕХНОЛОГИЯ ГОРНОГО ДЕЛА. 

2020. №1. С. 26-41 
27 ISSN 2618-7434 

 

underground mining, mining 

machines 

The existing technologies of underground coal mining make it possible to 

extract coal practically without disturbing the surface of the earth and its 

ecology. In the future, there will be no alternative to underground mining 

of coking coal. 

In the next 10-15 years, coal mining will be carried out on thin, medium 

and thick seams, where the combine method of mining will become 

prevailing both in terms of the volume of mining and the quality of coal 

produced. 

The underground method of coal mining is currently focused on the use of 

longwall set of equipment, in which a cutter-loader is a machine 

mechanically separating coal from the seam, crushing it to pieces of 

transportable size and pumping the coal onto a downhole conveyor. 

The efficiency and cost-effectiveness of underground coal mining depend 
on the perfect design of the shearer. About 70% of the energy consumed 

for coal mining in the face is related to the work of the shearer. 

The basic designs of cutter-loaders with auger executive bodies, their 

features, prospects of development of the clearing equipment for coal mines 

of Russia are analyzed in this article. The practical examples confirming 

optimality of the symmetric scheme of an arrangement of executive bodies 

on the ends of the machine frame are considered.  

 

Introduction 

 

In recent years, the economy of fuel and energy resources and coal in particular, has not improved 
in the European part of Russia, and its underground development has deteriorated. In underground 
mining, the cost of coal depends mainly on labor costs. Productivity growth could not compensate for 
the increase in material costs, wages and social costs, and European coal is becoming one of the most 
expensive energy sources [1]. 

World experience shows that underground mining of coal only up to 40-60% of reserves with the 
leaving of supporting pillars (i.e. losses are known to be planned) greatly simplifies underground coal 
mining, especially on seams with the thickness of 1.5 m and more, and makes it several times more 

economical and safe.  
At the same time, labor productivity increases 2-4 times. At the same time, there is a need for 

fundamentally new solutions to open seams in order to drastically reduce the network of underground 
workings (in particular, the method of development by operating blocks has been proposed) and new 
technology and equipment for coal-face works.  

Such measure will rapidly reduce the payback period for capital costs and operating costs of coal 
production [2]. 

 
Overview section 

 
In the Soviet Union, and later in Russia, a significant number of works by well-known scientists 

are devoted to the problems of mining and tunneling equipment. In particular, the works [5-26] studied 
the arrangement of augers on cutter-loaders. 

At present, there are a number of different schemes of cutter-loaders with auger executive bodies, 

which have found application both in the Russian Federation and abroad. 
For example, the scheme of a single auger cutter-loader designed for the full thickness of the seam 

and located stationary and asymmetrically relative to the body of the combine is shown in Figures 1 and 
2. 

Control of seam thickness is carried out by means of interchangeable augers of various diameters, 
control of seam gypsometry – by lifting or lowering of the combine. This is a single-acting machine, 
however, is possible to ensure its shuttle operation by means of removable stripping devices. The main 
advantages of this scheme are its small overall dimensions in length, the ultimate simplicity of design, 

the ability to shuttle work. The disadvantages of the scheme are the lack of smooth regulation of the 
screw on the thickness of the seam and the inability to fully excavate longwall. Similar scheme have 
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combines KSV-60 (Czech Republic), EW 60-G, EW 100-G, SE-IV (Germany), SL 250 (USA) and 
others, which received a limited area of distribution. 

The schematic of a single auger mounted on a swing-arm handle is shown in Figures 3 and 4. 
 

 
 

Figure 1. A single auger cutter-loader  
 

 
Figure 2. Scheme of coal seam extraction by single auger cutter-loader 

 
These cutter-loaders have a two-way operation scheme. The auger removes the top pack of coal 

seam in the forward direction and the bottom pack in the reverse direction. Combines with this 
arrangement are simple in design. The main disadvantages of this constructive scheme are the 
impossibility of simultaneous coal extraction at the whole seam thickness and the need to have one niche 
at the end of longwall. These drawbacks affect productivity of all complex of the equipment. The similar 
scheme have combines KSV-33 (Czech Republic), KWB (Poland), EW 130-L (Germany) and others. 
Such machines have also received rather limited application. 
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Figure 3. Cutter-loader equipped with a single auger mounted on a swing-arm handle  

 

 
Figure 4. Scheme of coal seam extraction by cutter-loader equipped with a single auger mounted on a 

swing-arm handle 
 

In combines with three augers (see Figures 5 and 6), the two lower augers are fixed on the body of 
the combine, and one – the upper auger – is placed on the oscillating handle. The three-screw shearers 

ensure that coal is excavated at full seam thickness. The main advantages of such a scheme are the 
possibility of self-cutting of the combine and, if necessary, to obtain a stepped shape of the cut, which 
increases the stability of the latter. Due to its disadvantage – difficulty of access to the area between the 
lower augers – this scheme has not been implemented (K58 type cutters). 

Symmetrical scheme of the combine with four augers, arranged in pairs at the ends of the machine 
(see Fig. 7 and 8), provides coal extraction at the full thickness of the seam, as well as self-cutting of 
the combine (combines 4K52, K105, K120). 

The disadvantages of such a scheme are: a complex design of the combine and difficult access to 
the area between the augers. As a rule, the machines are used on medium and thick seams. 

The most common are combines with two screw actuators (see Fig. 9-16).  
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The augers can be arranged asymmetrically or symmetrically with respect to the shearer body. In 
case of asymmetrical arrangement, one of the augers can be fixed permanently to the shearer body and 

the other to a swing (oscillating) arm that provides the seam thickness control, as shown in Figures 9 
and 10 for 2K52M, EHW 100-G combines (Germany).  

Both augers can be attached to the oscillating handles, as in the case of 1K101 (see Figures 11 and 
12). 

 

 
 

Figure 5. Cutter-loader equipped with three augers  
 

 
 

Figure 6. Scheme of coal seam extraction by cutter-loader equipped with three augers 
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Figure 7. Cutter-loader equipped with four augers  

 

 
Figure 8. Scheme of coal seam extraction by cutter-loader equipped with four augers 

 

 
Figure 9. Cutter-loader equipped with two asymmetrically mounted augers 
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Figure 10. Scheme of coal seam extraction by cutter-loader equipped with two asymmetrically 

mounted augers 
 

 
Figure 11. Cutter-loader equipped with two augers asymmetrically mounted on swing-arm handles 

 

 
 

Figure 12. Scheme of coal seam extraction by cutter-loader equipped with two augers asymmetrically 
mounted on swing-arm handles 

 

Such a scheme provides good coal mining at all seam thickness, shuttle operation scheme, good 
conditions for coal loading. However, a niche is required at one end of the longwall. 

The asymmetrical scheme of the combine with two augers is shown in Figures 13 and 14. 
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Figure 13. Cutter-loader equipped with two asymmetrically mounted augers 

 

 
Figure 14. Scheme of coal seam extraction by cutter-loader equipped with two asymmetrically 

mounted augers 
 
Both augers are mounted on swing-arm handles. The augers are brought closer together to provide 

a shorter, loose strip length in the self-cutting area and are offset to one end of the machine. In contrast 

to the scheme 10, the augers are facing in different directions. This arrangement of the machine requires 
a niche at one end of the longwall. KSH1KG, KSH3M and other cutter-loaders have such a scheme. 
This scheme has not been widely used. 

Figures 15 and 16 show a cutter-loader with two augers arranged symmetrically relative to the body 
of the combine on swinging arms [3]. 

In this case the cutter-loader works according to the shuttle scheme and extracts coal to the whole 
seam thickness – shearers AT-1, K103, 1GSh68, K128P, KWB-6 (Poland), KSW-200 (Czech Republic), 
DTS-300 (France), AB16/200 (England), EDW-300L (Germany), etc. 

Practice has confirmed optimum and perspective of the symmetric scheme of an arrangement of 
digging units on the ends of the machine body. Such a scheme of the combine has great opportunities 
for a high degree of unification of the functional units (assembly units) of the combine: electric motors, 
main gearboxes of the cutting part, rotary gearboxes, screw excavation bodies, feeders with wheel 
motions of rack and pinion type, control units, support and guiding mechanisms, mechanisms for lifting 
and lowering augers, creating on their basis a unified series of original designs of two-auger machines 
that cover the entire range (in terms of thickness) of the developed machines. 

On the basis of coal shearers with two screws symmetrically located in relation to the body of the 
combine, which are most widespread in Russia and abroad, OMT OJSC ("Giprouglemash") has 
developed a number of such shearers. 
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Figure 15. Cutter-loader equipped with two symmetrically mounted augers 

 

 
Figure 16. Scheme of coal seam extraction by cutter-loader equipped with two symmetrically mounted 

augers 

 
Coal combine K500 of OJSC "OMT" design (see Fig. 17) is a machine made according to a 

prospective block-module scheme (see Fig. 18) with a transverse arrangement of all electric motors, 
excluding the use of bevel gears in the gearboxes of screw drive units and gearboxes of chainless feed 
mechanisms [4].  

The machine is designed for mechanized coal mining in long stripping faces of flat and slightly 
inclined seams with the thickness of 1.6-3.5 m when working with a dip angle of up to 35° with coal 
cutting resistance up to 360 kN/m. For the first time in the domestic shearer are used: in rotary handles 

– rotating loading boards with hydromechanical control, hydro-controlled upper fencing boards, as well 
as high-pressure irrigation. Torsion shafts are installed in the auger drive unit, reducing low-frequency 
load fluctuations and simultaneously being safety elements. 

The Nizhny Novgorod plant of OJSC NMZ produced the first prototype of the combine in 1996, 
which passed the full scope of bench tests at the Malakhovsky experimental plant, was accepted by the 
acceptance committee and sent for operational tests at the Zapadnaya mine of Production Association 
Intaugol. Tests were carried out in 1997 on the seam with the thickness of 1.6-1.7 m with an angle of 

occurrence up to 19° as a part of complex 3KM138I. 
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Figure 17. Cutter-loader K500 designed by OMT 
 

 
 

Figure 18. Block-module scheme of the cutter-loader (basic units and mechanisms) 
 
As a result of the tests carried out, the advantages of the shearer's design scheme with transverse 

arrangement of electric motors, which provides access to the equipment from the side of worked-out 
space, as well as a number of basic technical solutions, were fully confirmed. 

After the tests, the drawings were corrected by Giprouglemash. In addition to hardening parts of a 
number of units on the modernized shearer was installed a new control equipment – KUUK500, created 
by Tula Machine Building Plant under the leadership of G.D. Misailov, head of the department of  
Giprouglemash. The modernized shearer was purchased in 2000 by Vorgashorskaya mine and passed 
industrial tests. After that the cutter-loader was left at the mine for further operation. The Acceptance 
Committee recommended the K500 cutter-loader, KUUK500 control system and all electrical products 

for industrial production. 
Subsequent shearers of this series, manufactured to the order of the mines by Nizhny Novgorod 

Machine Building Plant, are operated in the Pechora coal basin and are constantly improved by 
Giprouglemash and the plant. 
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OMT OJSC together with Yurginsky Mashzavod LLC developed a working design of the K500 
combine. Later on, Yurginsky plant decided to deal with the combine on its own and the first prototype 

of the combine of its production K500Yu (see Fig. 19) was sent in 1997 to the mine "Zyryanovskaya" 
in Novokuznetsk. 

In recent years, the Russian coal mechanical engineering industry has undergone significant 
changes as a result of which the volume and range of produced extracting equipment has changed. The 
production of machines is becoming individual, taking into account specific mining-geological and 
mining-technical conditions of operation. At modern highly productive coal enterprises the tendency to 
concentrate mining operations, decrease the number of mining faces up to the system "mine - seam" or 
"mine-longwall" appeared. Implementation of this idea is impossible without increase of productivity 

of coal-mining complexes and, consequently, of separate machines, including coal-mining shearers. 
 

 
Figure 19. Cutter-loader K500Yu designed by Yurga machine-building plant 

 
The study of operators' requirements at the advanced enterprises has shown the need to create a 

domestic combine, first of all, for medium and thick seams, providing a stable load at the level of 10 
thousand tons per day and able to compete in terms of technical level, reliability and price with combines 

of leading foreign companies. 
On the basis of the above, OMT OJSC made a decision in 2003 to create a new model of a combine 

for development of seams having thickness 2.2-4.3 meters, named K600. 
When developing the K600 combine (see Fig. 20), the experience of creating the K500 block-

modular combine was used, which is in production at Nizhny Novgorod and Yurga machine-building 
plants. Giprouglemash also used the experience of foreign companies: JOY, Eickhoff and others. 

Today the supplier of the K600 cutter-loader is OMT OJSC. All components and parts are delivered 

to Kiselevsk, where the shearer is assembled at OMT's mining equipment plant, and bench tests of the 
units and the machine as a whole are performed. The first sample of the K600 cutter-loader was 
manufactured in 2005.  

The next modification of the K600 shearer is the K700 cutter-loader (see Fig. 21). Cutter-loaders 
type K700/1140 OMT are designed for extracting coal seams with a thickness of 1.8–4.2 m with an 
angle of slope of up to 35° on the stretch and up to 10° on the rise and fall, with coal cutting resistance 
up to 420 kN / m, dangerous for dust and gas. The cutter-loaders are equipped with electric drive feed 
mechanisms based on electromagnetic brakes. Gearboxes of cutting and feed are protected from 

dynamic loads. 
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Figure 20. Cutter-loader K600 designed by OMT 
 
Combines have a block design of the main components, local and remote control via radio channel, 

control equipment that provides: 
- supply voltage control and correct phase sequence; 
- diagnostics of mechanisms and operating modes of the combine; 
- chronological information (by code request) about operating modes; 
- fixing of emergency modes in the "Black Box" unit. 
 

 
 

Figure 21. Cutter-loader K700/1140 designed by OMT 
 
In January 2012 in the Kiselevsk branch of OJSC "United Machine-Building Technologies" the 

presentation of a new cutter-loader K800/3300 (see Fig. 22), designed, constructed and manufactured at 
this plant, took place. The uniqueness of the K800/3300 cutter-loader is in the fact that the voltage of 
3300 V is applied here, which allows to increase the reliability of the switching electrical equipment 
operation due to the current loads reduction.  This sample was delivered for further use at the mine in 
Rostov region. 
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Figure 22. Cutter-loader K800/3300 designed by OMT 
 
Improvement of mining equipment and creation of necessary production facilities for the coal 

industry of the Russian Federation will allow ensuring technical progress in the field of equipment and 
technology of underground mining of coal deposits, as well as reducing the technological impact of 
mining on the environment. 

 
Conclusions 

The analysis of the current state of constructions and prospects of development of cutter-loaders 
showed that: 

- the high level of unification, the possibility of assembly and repair by the aggregate-unit method 
are provided by frame structures of machines at their symmetry; 

- optimal in terms of layout are twin-auger cutter-loaders with the arrangement of augers with 

individual electric drive at the ends of the body and electric chainless feed system with frequency 
controlled speed; 

- in order to securely hold the cutter-loaders in flat and inclined seams during forced stoppages or 
emergency power outages, the engine blocks must be equipped with normally closed brakes; 

- optimally designed twin-auger cutter-loaders virtually have no power limitations of up to 1000 
kW/t; 

- in the long term, it is advisable to increase their energy efficiency, taking into account the reserve 
of 15 to 30% of their drive power. 
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